The Squadron of Flying Ships
The Squadron of Flying Ships gradually dis-
integrated. Many officers were shot, among them
Colonel Gorshkoff, under whose command a " Mouro*
metz " plane made the first military flight over German
territory on February 15, 1915.
Some of these events had already taken place before
niy departure; others were so clearly ahead that one
did not need to be a prophet to foresee them. The
Revolution to me was, and still is, a foolish and in-
glorious event. No matter what the final outcome
may be, the Great War and particularly the Russian
Revolution were both failures of modern humanity,
and the amount of material destruction and moral
harm, will remain far in excess of whatever can truth-
fully be claimed as their accomplishments* I felt the
immensity of the tragedy and realized that my in-
dividual loss was insignificant compared to it. There-
fore, I was, somehow, not much concerned about
myself.
For the immediate future I was planning to go to
Paris, which at that time was the centre of the military
activities of the allied powers, and offer my services as
an aircraft designer. As for the more remote future,
it was dim. With many sad thoughts, I watched one
morning early in March, 1918, the shores of Russia,
near Mourmansk, disappear gradually in the haze, I
was on boaixi a small British steamer, the Oporto,
sailing towards some unknown fate.